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H^HE kfe piiUtcstioQ of all the : docmiieiBt^ 
which fiaflisedupoii the Appo^l between the! two 
Fcmndatidiis of Heniy VL by eoabling ieveiy 
)perAcm to judge ibs bk^isclf^ has p»t aA end.t# 
various tnistii^MBe&tatsons «^id mistakes^ and 
fexpesed to feprobation the decree, which; for 
the purpose of sereeniog^^otber ccdlegiate bodi^ 
guilt]^ of iifloilar delinqueocy, sancti<;med itib 
YidtiiHbn ofthe ostth a^nd statutes^ %irtfiiUy 
and aifbitlttrily {substituting £br the odious iterm 
Dispensatii^n^ the mojretplausible title Stetotew ; 
An ekplbnaikidtty 'bowiever/ is wanting: of all 
tlie pattfeages^hich relate to the eondinct of the 
\\A\hg Wmb^s of Econ College, towards tliose 
intFusted to theif'^^te; such beibg tinintc^iii- 
I^Ue, not onfy to all thpse who haye notbe^ 
educate at Eton, but even to many who havsr. 
An unwiilitighess to tiialvel beyond the «pbject 
'Of the Appeal, or a Jtenderaess towaik-ds the pr0> 

AS 



sent existing body, may possibly bave re- 
strained the Appellants from a fuller statement; 
but a person, who haM^iiufFered under the pre- 
sent unstatutable system, feels none of these 
restraints ;^9tnd.t^^^rker -ofTtiiis^T hfving read 
the Appestl wttli'attentro'n, and examtned close- 
ly the different hints and allusions, thinks that 
a developement of these* cannot but be highly 
interesting to all those connected with Eton, as 
well as to the public tn giefneraU 

Many things stated will possibly appear in- 
pitcKUe; hu&: every p««m Cto satisfy fi|i 
doubts; by readiiig tfate Eton^Stitutes^ ^hii^k 
may be found in vari6u^. i^^tal^ifs 'm L<m4^ 
Okfoijd, and: (Wnjbti^^i aiidr;titei| ipqnifi9f 
of those brought up on theiFono^ittjitm* ?/< ! . 7 
. Somoye^siAce^'the Heiid-ioiaister ftf J&f 99 
threatened a^.Sdiokr .witbrA;feffireDee ^ ihp 
Statutes, unless be^altered. bisic(»KtUct: tojtM^ 
tbe Scholar shrewdly :repli^^ 'Mtshoul^ liki^tp 
ieej those Statutes^: us thtjp^fy^ cmtfiiti spwyf 
tbingBm.favour <>f the Bs^»f ^ weU ^b l^^eMj^Wfi^' 
iKo.anaweff waa retucned tO: tt^,, o^itli^r. jvere 
4he tStatufes agaiii threatened/ ; Nqw, ;^tr%^ 
disdry as it may appear m this ^c^e, .^b )rerf 
4!i^bt 8 the Schokr jst^tuts^bly j^q, , thg > MPAtff 
frudentially, < ^For, upfarn m^e^ifitfiin^tic^Pj i^ 
,woidd have appeared that iSvefy 9chp|*r;is PP^ 
t)nly permitted to read.tbe Sj^u,t^j;bpt, mpfl^- 
<iver, that the Provost ^attdJ«Uow^.ar^.or4*fpJl 



to caM«t}i«ni to be read to the whole body, at 
three several times- in the year, for the purpose 
^f learniiig.thdr resp^dtive duties andrights, 
^ Shall we then attribute a conduct directly 
at variance with th^JStatntps, which keeps their 
jyeMHsat itbtall}^ f rofti the Scholars, to tenderness 
^toward* them^ or tonidtives best known to the 
Fellows themselves? of these the reader will be 
enabled to judge by the subsequent statement. 
^ ' In respect to the penal statutes, and'thb 
various duties, little, difference will be found to 
foe made betwten the Felloe's and Seliolars. ^ 
t ; . TJie allowances, fo^ the support of the dif- 
ferent -members of the dollege, are stated with 
4great care and exactness, and run in the follow- 
^ng manner; , - 

FELLOW*. COMMONS. SCHOLARS, 

-Wrom 11. 6d.*io'2s. per week. | . lOd* per week *• 

Lodging. 
c '- Each ^dfow ^oe mom. I^ . Three Eojt in' one roooi* 

Siipend. 
>Bach bellow iOl. perwmuni* { JNones* 

Goum. 
• Each Fellow^ one wtinvMy. J * Btch boy^ one ditto. 



* The very low pdce of provUions at that time, reoden 
' this allowance ample and sufficient for breakfast, dinner, and 
supper, particularly as two days in the week were fish-days ; 
*lmd certmn ^sheries were ^iven in addttiaa to the above aUo^* 
alKre. ; 
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iTBLLOliri; 



Ijottfe, 



ChthiMg, Sfc. 

IlOOm^rkf, 66/. 13«.4i.| to 
belaid out" for dothet and 
. othornecesttoes^evmr^year. 

Gradft^ as stated iH die Char* 
ter, in the Statutes, and 
under a most strict oath, to 
HetalUn bytU t\(wMMeif . 



Ittnas* 



'Tb bfe s«ppOTted« as lisuaU 
upcm a slight illness. Upon 
a contagious disease, to be 
redPDed !• a itt^end of 10/4 



To be supported during i short 
illness at tbe College ex- 
pense ^ if longer Qian a 
«ionth» tor^odiveasum.<»f 
money ; if longer, and no 
hopes of recoveiy, to bo 
tent fiom OoUif(». 



Such were the statutable aliowances ; hut 
Edward IV, having taken away several estates 
by an Act of Resumption^ ;great; reductions be* 
came Decessafry^ which to6k place in the foUoiBr 
ing manner : 

• The tbirte^ sef vito|rs^ ot paupei^s Juv^es, 
were struck off. 

The thirteen almsrjnen were^ temoved, and 
some alms women substituted in their place. 

The Statute de Ho^iitalitftte, which ordered 
Jodgings and ^d for mendicants for one day 
and a night, was given up* The Conducts re-» 
duced from ten, to two. The Fellows reduced 
from ten to sev^n. This last reduction was not 
according to the statute, and will appear pee* 
haps meritorious, as intending to spare the 
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Fq^QW I :»^s|^; ^ja\^, ^^i9ff^d , his fuU shar^ of 
Q^Mf^^fUqyf^Vi^:^ f not ao t^iei Bpys. . ^ 
^ ThQ.3cj^%ft Tiemawejd jui^dtminisbed as to 
ijlWjb^ijs, , \»ip ; jwiffere4 .^gr^t privatipns. Th?^ 
1^ niaij:s:/f)r 9lpth?s W;ej'e Jtajcep aw;^^ entwly,^ 
an4 the i^opiMaaops f^dpf;^ to a ^^oty fare f^; 
dipo^r APd supper oply, 
, AU tiie BOys w^fe prpwded into one rpom^, 
of sp ijQ9p|Hi?iept^ dimensions^ that many slei^p 
in othe? rPQW,, for whicl^ they are subject tOi 

9P annual fjaywppt. ., ^ 

The exQpt tiipp pf making thcjse r^dqction^. 
i^ npt l^PQwn^ but ^py had ta^^n place previous 
to Ith^ dl^pen^tion. After this gross violatioq 
pf both oath apd sti^tutesi apd before the new 
eonstructiop,. set up in 1769, for taking still 
mor^ bene6ces, j^he charge for instruction, 
which was certainly of the first consideration 
with fahe Fojunderi y^a^s thrown upon the Scbo^ 
|ars} and the salary of tlie two Masters, the 
pne pf whom,^ by statute, was to receive twenty- 
four marks, 161. and the other Gt. ISs. 4id.; and 
aU allowance^ aa the Fellows', reduced to a 
m^re nominal sum. This cannot but be deemed 
ope of the:ii^st violent measures adopted, as 
0very precaution had beep taken to prevent 
^cb an attempt : apd even in the statute which 
^^efipits and marks out the different reductions^ 
in . c%se Qf pec^sjiity, the withdrawipg of the 
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cducatiih Is not W* be <bifti«.^ ' tA imirt,^^}^^ 
anan^merit itan^s at ^irestentj a Scholar, WfH>i 
ought to be'ffedf/ clothed, and taii^ht, i6^ee of alP 
expense, costi his ^Arents, upon an a^erkge, 
frorti 80/. to iOdi per inntimft whilst a Fellow^- 
entitled to* commohs, one room, and 10/. Jiei* 
mnum, receives in ttibney and coiiiRjons nearly- 
1000/. per annum, a house free from taxes, and> 
repaired, a stable and coach-house, &c* and, 
contrary to the statutes, holds benefices of all 
descriptions, to any amount. That the main* 
tenanceof their families authorizes the present 
system, is an apology futile and untenable, as 
it is well known that the marriage of the Fel- 
lows was not intended by the Founder; but 
even had it been allowed, can that sanction 
an encroachment upon the property of others ? 
and the plea is upon a par with that used by 
the fruitseller at Eton; who, when asked by 
the Master, how he dared to sell his unripe 
apricots to the Boys, replied, " A large family, 
Sir! and at two shillings a-piece! — A large 
family, Sir!" 

The above statement having been shown to 
certain persons, it was urged in defence of the 
present members^ that it was better that the pre* 
sent system should corttimie, than a new breach 
t)f statutes be hazarded by tfbe temptations like- 
ly to be held out to the Electors to choose imt* 
proper Boys. To defend an ^^tual breach of ^ 



k«r, by an JftpppebebsidB that fts concction 
may lead to some new violation, is an argument 
9carcely ^orlh answering; but a simple statC'^ 
merit of the case will be sufficient 
V The ag«y'aGq[uireHieiits, and condition of the 
candidates are accurately stated; but with 
^refat latitude. A Boy must not be under eight 
years of age, not Exceed twelve; must know 
1^ radirbents of gramniar; must not be illegi- 
timate^ or the son of ^ villain or bondsman (this 
class of men "wat abolished by act of Parlia- 
ment in the reign ofCftarles II.)> nor possess 
aboy^ five marks * per annum, in spiritual or 
temporal property. 

. The'Eiectors are six, four of them perma- 
nent and two ^appointed anriually : befoi-e pro- 
ceeifitig to I the election, they t^ke an oath 
against partiality^ &c. . 

- - - ' - .'. . • . ■ 

^ Bive mzr\sB,'l3s. 4<L each-^/. 6s. 8d. . Taking corn ai 
tlie mediam t^r detei^midibg their present value. ' 

GoRi^ attbe time of .tbe'foundation/H^. 4d. per qnartef. ^ 

Quarters of corn'{Q ^, fit. $4^-^15 qnkrtBr&abusbels/- : 

CorQit according tp the Act of Elizabeth for teaerveki rent 
in colleges, 6s, Sd. per quarter. . - 

At that time, as one shilling was coined into.three^ the sunoi 
of Sf. 6s, M. 'became lol. 

Quarters of com in I0l.-^6s, Bd, ptsr quarter — 30 qudrter^. 
, Corn at present^ by Corn Bill, 4/. per qoarter— 30 qiiar-« 
tert^ 120/. ^ 

At 5l. per quarter, at which price it has been for o^anj 
years— 30 quarters, 150/, 
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In order to elect an improper candidate, aU 
tlie six must be gained ; as any one of than 
can prevent an unqualified person Irom being 
chosen. 

But no violation of the jtatnte ensues if they 
poncur in the choice of a Boy within the above-t 
mentioned qualifications, although interested 
ipotives may have caused a preference of one 
put of many candidates* Doubtless, to accq>t 
^, bribe, or be biassed by improper causes, is an 
^Ct of moral turpitude in those, who have just 
sworn to act impartially; but the statutes re^^ 
ipain unbroken. What grounds then of appre*'. 
hension on the snbject of eleqtiwi? ' 

Again ; it was asserted that these privations 
did not originate with them, but thai; thuigt: 
vere found in this state upon their el^ataaa p 
unfortunately, this apology, however at first, 
sight plausible, upon examination makes di*^ 
rectly against them f and tb? c^d plea of pre- 
scription is inverted; for It will appear tha(^ 
Ccppisti melius qnam desinis is llie true desorip* 
tion of the ^mdnct of £ton College. 

The privations originated in necessity, and 
were sanctioned by statute ; but the same sta- 
tute orders that these privations shall cease as 
t|)e times improve and the revenue recovers. 
The precise state of the income, after the first 
operation of the Act of Resumption, canpot be 
ascertained; but, in 1506, th^ i^qm ^dite4^ 
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timewBited to 6ASL l6s.7d.: in this sum a charge^ 
was madfr for sick Boys and the stipends of the! 
two Masters paid. 

An. 1600, 221&/- 15^. 6|d : 

An. 1673,' 407«; 2^. 8|rf. 

An. 1773, S699LQS. lOid. 

In these' audit accounts, at least of the latter 
times, thefineis fdrthe renewal of estates are not 
brought to account, but the reserved rent and 
fines for copyholds only. 

Since that time the revenue has been upon 
the increase ; and although the audit accounts 
cannot be obtained, it has been acknowledged 
that the Fellow^ for some years, have received 
900/. each; in hioney : if to this the Provost's 
share be sfdded only in a triple proportion, and 
by Statute it ought to be as five to one, we find 
900021 amowg eight persons, in the division of 
money alone: the return of better times and 
the restoration of rcvepue being sufficiently 
proved, alth<)ugh ^rdbatbly far'^bort of its real 
amount; as» the Fellows faav6 ttiken k> them- 
selves the whole benefit of tlie infereas^j whilst 
the privatietes of'theScholifs, earned far be- 
yond the Statutes, still continue (if even now^ 
they have reached their fullest extent) : the 
defence set up acquits' those ^hom it meant 
to load with the blame, and condemns those it 
jfie&nt to exculpate. 

Anptber defence having been suggested, 



testing \^pQ^ tbef^s^f ii^Pt^mbJifdM* 
lows to all the fii^% to tbecxcli^^ pf tbd 
Scholars, who are declared tobeen^tkd solely 
ta a participation of the SMinnal cotHiAent; j/ the 
opinion of a person wa^ r^qneste^ Mpop ' this 
point, as well as upep the propo^tic^ m w^ich 
^ College property oi^gbt to be distribi»ted j 
^d the folWi^ig auswer wap rotvurneid j 

"A %e js a 8u»j of ready ittQPfy> :ariM»g! ' 
^rom the sale of future revepue^. For ;u$tauc^ 
the. Cog^lfe having ^ estate ip I^ fij^es its 
^pnual yal^^^ ;, fr^m thw the corn rent an4 ofh^r 
;i^early payjtnents beipg ded4cted| t^e remsunder, 
galled the. clear i^enl^^in^tfi^^oi being pJ^id by> 
an^u^l i9ait;4n|t^p|;s^ is soldi fpr pi^ ^^^ to tb^ 
Ijespee, whp pv^f:ha«!^ it a^ he ^quld an annuity,, 
^d uxi^dex the same qalpula.ti^ons« , f l^e money 
thu^. fi^(l at ov^qe 19 q^led tibe ^e, but is in 
]£§^lit;^ ^, foresta^nent of rent This mode of 
nning was unl^nown at the time of the;Founder,t 
Bfi no notice is tak^ of it in the St^itute^, which 
direct th^estate^ eijther to be cultivated by 
bailiffs, stewards, ^c. and the produce to be. 
spl^, or ^ be l^t v|K>n lease for a term of years. 
][t waS| ^Q^eye^, invented by monastic- 
^4 Qo^egiat^ bodies, ^d carried to such an 
^f^^s, t^^t an, Aqt was passed in the reign of 
]^)izabetht !^nforcing an annual reservation of 
one third of the rent, for tbe^ maintenance of 
tbe, Spciftty. 



^at the whole revenue, frottt"^inrl&tevcr^ Purees 
fieri ved, ibill first be applietf to stated purposes,' 
and the remahidef i* iticremcntum Collegii; 
md as the' A6t of l^liiabeth was to pterenl 
the squandermg^m one year the whole revenae 
of twenty years, and neither interf<gres with ncrf 
gives authority to alter the directions laid down 
in the Statutes; the ckim advsmced is null and 
void. But the absurcKty of the claim will ap- 
pear mo^ glaring, if it be considered, thbt, as 
the Provost and Fellows might have let upon 
fines alone the whole revenue of the College, 
before the Act of Elizabeth, the Scholars would 
have been, according to this reasoning, totally 
tieprived 6f any share of the Founder's bounty. 
About two hundred years since, the Pro^ 
Vost and Senior Fellows of King's College set 
tip the same claim, and appropriated to them* 
selves the fines j the Junior Fellows, after in- 
effectual remonstrances, appealed : in conse- 
quence of which the claim was set aside, and 
the whole revenue rendered subservient to the 
general purposes of the College. 

• Eton College (provided such claim be tru^ 
must have carried on this System uninterruptedly, 
because the Scholars had no means of knowing 
tlieir rights, the Statutes having been studious- 
ly kept out of their sight, and no interference 
>of the Visitor having taken place for more 



^y j^^ecip^tiat jcn^rpfuphmept b^ing detected, 
^efer^pcQs fp.^je Vi^itftr Jwvf pij^yfinted simiUr 
WPWRfi^ofiJiy;a|^ nqjdFvjfttiQKi/frQwi the Sta^T 
^yk^;^;t^l|;^u tpl^pe^ withpijt his knjawfedjg? 

Jffi :wp?ct to the prqpqrtiops m which t^ 
jCollegf5:propei:ty ought 119 w; to be distributed^ 
ibe St^l^i^ are a si^ffici^nt ri^le and guide for 
^is purpose. la the jfi^^t place, the commou9 
pught tp b^ ^uppli^ iu the pix)pprtio9 therein 
stated^ b^^e^u the Scholar and bellow; to thi^ 
pa favour of the Scholar, the bequest of Lor4 
^ppdoltphiu ipu$t be added. 

The iuc^^e^e of the coruTreut itself ^ffoxdf 
BXk atnpte supply for breakfast, dinper, and supper, 
of food both good and su^ient in quantity ; 
jieitbier i# {there any statutable reason for confine 
ing them to osqc kind of meat, such not having 
J>een the case in the earliest times. The coriv 
rent is still further aided by the continual ab^ 
jsence of §on>e of the Fellows and of the Scholar^, 
for thirteen week^, no member being entitled to 
lOn allowance for. coifjmoiu during his abseqce^ 

In like majji^nf^r the stipends and allowance^ 
4>ught to follow the statutes. Each Pellow is al- 
lowed ipA perannui]^ for the.purpose.of $qding 
^himself in necessaries; 100 iparks (66/. 13^..4{/,) 
^ aljottad to all the Scholars and.Chqristers for 



the jj^^c^ ]^i^:pcf9^. but uBder ^be monagemeiit o^ 
^the Fellows; and as a cliange of times and an 
increase of ,pro|erl:5f warrant an enlargement 
this ought to be^madejpreoise^ly in the statutable 
proportion. But all palculation is ,at; once s^t j^t 
.nought^ when we h^r of a Fellow receiving 
900i aijid a Scholar npt a farthing ; and the sti- 
-pend of the upper Master reduced to amer^ no- 
.minal sum, beingt in direct violation of thjB 
statutes^ made good by an annual payment ex,^ 
.a^^ted from each Scholar. 
^ But there is no need of examining too mi- 
nutely into the- aifairs of the College^: let but 
. the commons be supplied, both in quantity and 
.quality, ^$ they ought to be; let twenty pounds 
,per aanum be laid out in clothing and necessa- 
.ries for .each Boy^ the scho61eKpenses of every 
,kind be defrayed, and a regulation as to ex- 
.penses of sickness and lodging take place; and 
no person will care what private arrangements 
exirt between the Provost and Fellows as to their 
own shares : but it is beyond all doubt that the 
Scholars have a right to all the above allowance^ ; 
.for, as all allowances depend* upon the statutes^ 
if the Scholars are not entitl^d^ neither are the 
Provost and Fellows — the claims of both are 
^ sanctioned by tlie sam6 authority. 

As, however, all. the Above adv^imed de- 
pends upon certain words, how futile any at- 
tempt to give their statutable meaning ! By 



the late Decree it is evident, t£zi^rbitritm jtcs 
fi norma loquendi do not, ais formerly, rest with 
lise and custoi^, but upon the fiat of the judging 
power; and as^ in that case. Dispensation was 
declared to be its opposite. Statute, so, by the 
same hocus pocus of Doctors* Commons, public 
property may be decreed a private monopoly. 

To this must be added Expedience, that 
most convenient and accommodating rule, par- 
"ticularly when its employer is most interested in 
ihe decision : for what but this could render 
palatable to Christian consciences the Euripidean 
maxim, *H yXu(r<r SiioS[ioj^y jj 5? (Ppijy dvoofiorog^ 
— a maxiiii heard with indiguation by an Athe- 
nian, but an Heathen audience? To this we 
must attribute the use of the oath-forbiddeh 
dispensation— the false construction of the sta- 
tutes for holding still more benefices— the re* 
taining King^s College livings with the feliow" 
ship— and the presenting Eton College livings 
to private friends and relations, and as marriage 
portions for daughters, instead of saving the 
Scholars, members of the same society, from 
superannuation, by presenting them to Fellow- 
ships of King's College, &c. 



* My tongve bat strong my mindiinfwmii temaios. 
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As the above Letter eo4i i/^itb wh?it rdateii 
taKiyQg'3 College, let it \>e a^ded, in contmu- 
a;Dc^ iha^t the Scholars of Eton sho^ld be de^ 
pHved of their statutable allqwa^^9^^ their pa- 
rents saddled. with ^ heavy expense, and havQ 
^he frequent oiortification of seeing their son^ 
superannuated, while the Fellojwrs are enjoying 
l^ousea, arid commons, |md stipei]^s in a centuple 
ratio qf increase expedience, that universal 
apology for every action, has determined;—* 
whilst, asset forth in the Eton Answer, a suffi- 
cient compensation will be found in the respect 
which such a display of comforts creates in the 
minds of the Boys, and the early hopes excited, 
of being themselves hereafter elected Fellows, 
^nd enjoying at others' expense the same induU 
j^ces. But to those who are not so sanguine 
and ambitious (^nd this includes all who are not 
related to ti^e Provost or Fellows), it affords but 
a cold censolation to be able to point at the 
Fellows and their families,, and say, These are 
all well fed, well clothed, and paid at my cost; 
and, whilst I am branded with the name of being 
supported upon^ charity, although receiving a 
fimall share of the emoluments, the Fellows, who 



are enjoying the overflowing bounty of tht 
Founder, are looked up to as great men. 

The above statement will have rendered all 
the local allusions intelligible ; and when, in 
idditiSn to this, it becomes known, that, in the 
enumeration of the different membei% of the 
College, the Scholars stindbext to the Pi-ovostj 
and that lio lease or grant can be legally valid 
unless in the name of the^rbvost, Fellows; and 
Scholars, let the candid readet jtidge whethet 
they ought to, be deprived of their statutaWI 
allowances by the Fellows for their own emolu^ 
meot ; and whether the giving Eton Colleg* 
livings for the purpose of presenting their supers 
annuatibn is not an impierative duty, arising 
from the interest \Vhich thi Scholars have iii 
every thing which belongs to the College. 

Should the perusal of these pages excite thi 
attention of the ruling members of Eton Col- 
lege to examine and compare their statutes with 
the above assertions, perhaps expedience, whicH 
has hitherto invariably favoured the Fellows, 
may recommend an amelioration of the Scholars* 
condition, not as an act of grace, favour, of 
generosity, but of duty and conscience : should^ 
however, a clinging to the futile pleas of cus- 
tom, and other untenable argumeirts, withhold 
this reparation, it is to be hoped that the patents 
will endeavour to Obtain, through statutabhi 
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tnean^ of redress, a participation fttf dieir sons 
in all those rights and emohunents which the 
Founder has been pleased to allots the several 
members of his foundation. 
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EXAMINATION OF THE PROVOST OF 
ETON COLLEGE 

ftBPORS 

C{)e Committee* 



B 2 



TO THE READER. 



Xhe Examination is so desultory and ifregular, 
and the Answers so frequently at variance 
with^ or containing subjects not comprised m 
the Questions, that it has been deemed advw- 
able, or rather absolutely necessary, to leave 
oijit the greatest part of the Questions, and 
incorporate the Answers, and arrange them 
under the different heads of Revenue, Clothing, 
8cc. taking care to preserve the exact words 
of the Provost, By this arrangement, the 
reader will be enabled to understand each 
article separately, and form his judgment ac- 
cordingly. Should he not iagree with the Fel- 
lows of Eton and their friends, in considering ' 
the defence triumphant and unanswerable, ht 
will however acquit the Provost of intentional 
incorrectness, and attribute such to his desire 
of excusing the conduct of his predecessors, 
and the short time allowed him for preparinj; 

bi^ replies. ^ 
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REMARKS, 



REVENUE, 



The whole revenue of Eton College is at this 
time nearly> 7000/. per annum. This arises 
chiefly from the reaerved rents, from the corn 
rents, from wood that is sold, from our manors^ 
by fines and heriots, and from, a certain por- 
tion of the redeemed landrtax,. settled by the 
Commissioners, as equitable between the Pro- 
vost and Fellows, and the use of thff^eneral es- 
tablishment 

REMARKS. 
This statement is unfair and defective. The 
word Revenue, as intended by Mr. Brougham, 
comprised the total amount of the atmual in^ 
come of the College: whereas, the Provost's 
answer confines itself to the rental, omitting 
the 'fines for renewals of kases> and a portion 
of land*tax, amounting to 689/. 19^. Hiis por- 
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tion of land-tax, dthough annoano^d as equi- 
tably settled hy the Cominissioiiers, is an un- 
statutable claim. The Commissioners acted 
under a ntitre|>i^s^itatiQn, th^ir decision is in- 
Yalid^ but the blame rests with those whasub^ 
mitted an improper subject for their deter- 
ruination* 

REVENUE, 
A. X). 1506 - 652/. 14^. 2d. 
A. D. 1817 - 12,854/, 17*. 7^. 
In this year the fines and portion of land-* 
tax are added : . . . 

Fines, on the average 4^9^01. Os. Od. 
Land-tax • ^ * * 686/. l^s. Od. 



FELLOWSHIPS. 



I should suppose the Fellowships are worthy 
one year with another, as near as I: can say,, 
SSfil and the average of the Provostship is that 
of a double Fellowship and 390/. besides. It 
has amounted to more in. our good years: we 
\}wp a dpuble rota ; some of our leases are for 
twenty-one years, some for twenty, and our 
\^t^ leases for ten. The former are renewed 
, every seven, the latter ^very /our yciars.; and 
^en th^ good yeap* of : each rota coincides, 
of eourfB if; ji^akes a very prpductive 'year< I 
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imagine a Fellowship in tiiat year must hare 
amounttd to 1000/.; though in some others it 
has fallcA as low as 350/. I bltine3)een^ Provost 
only 6ight years; I take loosely^the average of 
those years. It has been as low, as 4t respects 
myself, as 1000/. and as high as 1^500/.; but for 
two or three years considerably below the 
average. I should mention that it is di- 
jninished fkrther, in consequence of our in- 
come not being sufficient ior the support of 
Domus; we give tip therefore 500/. per annuip 
ibr that purpose: some of the estates fi^on^ 
whidi we used to take fines, now go for the 
expense of Domus. The revenues of these arc 
applied entirely to the support of the founda- 
tion, without having any thing to do with the 
private advantages of the Provost or Fellows. 
Besides the money salary, the Fellows have a 
right of presenting themselves to one living, 
but have no other pecuniary advanlStge what- 
ever. It all jgoes to Domus : they have ho ad- 
vantage whatever. Each Fellow has 50/. which 
is called a stipend. Most of the Fellows have 
t>ffiees with a moderate salar}'-~and there are a 
iew trifling articles not amounting all together 
to 10/. - 

- They have lodgings besides, which lodging 
is paid for out of the expense of Domus in 
regard to taxes. The allowance for coals and 
candles is included in the sum already men- 



tioned. The allowance to the Fellows^ is quite 
trifliog. . < 1 

They had a table, wliich used to be at 4:he 
expense of Domus;>but have relinquished it 
Except OB particular occasions, as the Kiag'^ 
Btrth-day, &c. 

BEMAJULS. 

The ccmtradictions in . the above stati^men^ 
are given precisely as in the printed. Evidence. 

The Provost allows the average yalue of 
the Fellowship to b^ 550/, from thefiaes; 50/. 
stipend, an office, and some trifles, ainoujiting 
to 10/. from Domus. ^s the account of the 
fines is without any voucher produced, tb^re is 
no proof of its accuracy. The average basri^f^ 
tainly been stated at 900/. per anniuaii! In i:er 
spect to the emoluments arisfing out of Domus 
claimed and enjoyed by the Provost »nd Fel- 
Ipws,, the annexed list will show ^Iwt ^ 
amcmat is far more considerable than the Pror 
vost seems to be aware. 

It is taken from the audit account delivered 
by him in to the Committee; and as every article 
of indulgence to the Scholars, beycmd the sta- 
tutable allowances, is brought forward, it is bjtijt 
fair that the articles appropriated to the Pro- 
vost and Fellows' should be stated against tfaeok 
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AUDIT ACCOUNT, 18i;. 

Fellows' Commons - - u ^ ^ ^ . 3 10 5 
Election Emptioi s --««•«*• 32 5 9 
Fellows' Emptions -------- 23 1 7 

Hams, Tongiiesji &c. - ^ ^ - . , - 44 7 6. 
CoWsBUl ^ .-.,...- . 170 
Fishmonger's Bill '--^---^^10 30 
Venison WsNrrsnts and Game - -• - ^ - . 6 15 6 
Brawn lor Audit Room ^ • - .. , , 1 ig $ 
Founder's IKnner ««..«^^. 784 



Bursars for Azure .^^^.^^^ 37 



Stij^ds w.-.. 643 00 

ChambeiB Rent to the Conducts. and Sing* 
iQg Men for Rboms now occujned by 

Fellows -^•-••^..17 

Gardeoer^s Wi^;^, ^, • ^ • . • ^ 30 iq 6 

Oflloers* Salaries -••--- ^ - 188 13^ 4 

C^p<»ns lost bj Sale of Hoilses * • - • 40 & 

Qindks> Prdvost) and Bursars «> « ^ - 13 Q O: 

Pripvost^ eigM CIpldrofi of Coak « • • « 28 

BittO; three Loads of Charcoal • • • ^ 7 10 0, 
Seven Chaldron of Coals, Audit Room and 

library - • - * 23 19 6 

Audit Room Chairs • * - ^. , ^ • 4. 4 3 

Gray, for library - - - - • - - - 2 12 

Provost, forty Cwt of Bavins ♦ - • - * I6 O 

Fellows, seventy Cwt. ditto - -- •- 280 

Provdst,twenty»fourl4oadsof KlliBts * - 15 O. 
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Fellowsji seventy Loads of Billets ^ - ^ 43 15 
Provost, twenty Loads of Hay -^ - - - 30 
"■ ■ — , Straw' -J * * ^ ^ ^ ^ - - 2 2 
Gardener, for Seeds, &c. --.-^^44^4 

' TAXEsT 
Upcit t^e House 10 Weston's Yard, held by a 

Fellow - . ^ ^ - , i' - - . 55 6 10 
♦Loss of Rent upon ditto - * ';i ^ - - 40 O 
i«and-ta3( claimed by Provost and Fellows - 686 19 

Total » - ' \ \ » » 2027 18 9 

Tp this, if the general average of the 6nes, as atated by 

the Provost, be added 4950/. the charge upon the whole 

r<9venue amounts to ^6977 18 9 



: CLOTHINa . > 
in the Statates there is an express order, 
that the SQhQlai:3 9houl4 be sappUed; with alt 
'^qups ad Vestitum et Lectistemia eorundem 
i^taque iis necessaria pertinent." I observe 
farther, that as early as the • year 1506^* no 
charge whatever appears under either of these 
hciads. If the Boys are to be clothed, they 
MTOuId ^tatiitably be clothed in som^ poars^ iiiii« 
form; perhaps^ like the Blue Coat School, which 
I pri^sume for a certaiq time was the case. Th& 
roll. of 1443 still exists, two years after the 
foundation, which is in k high^tate.gf preserva^ 
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tioBi but most of the suhsequeat ;do€up|ei^$ have 
been either damaged or taken away;, butoi 
only three or four instances' have I beeij abferto 
ascertain tbei charges for Vestitus ^nd l^tisteir^ 
nium. I presume it did not continue;for ^boire 
fifty years. I imagine^ as die reputation of the 
School , increased^ that parents: of greater rtf 
ftpebt^bility sent their children. to Coltege; and 
I suppose they were not compeUed to appear 
in the dress of the Coll^;e, but that parents 
were permitted to clothe t^eir >childrep th«nlr 
selves. I conceive, that by way of keeping 
pace vnth\ thieir SchodfeUows, .they r^ficjtod 
with disdaip the clothes giv^ to them ; for in 
1443, the i^movint for Vestitus and Lectiste^a 

anopunted to no more thUu i5Q^ 

Q. Do yQu apprehei^d : that . the prigina.l 
clothing was of that mean description, forjany 
other reason, thim that it W9s;tlw usi^^lfaa^iQn 
and costume of the tinie? 

A. I am not competent. to say. I have pf ten 
considered the question, but never lyas al^l^e-to 
resolve it. The sum alk>t^d is 100 n^ks. ' 

REMARKS. 

From the above we collect nothing, farther, 
than that the sum of one hundred marjcs 
(661 ISs. 4d.) is allotted for clothii^ and. bed; 
ding ; and that in 1443, it amounted to 50/. an^ 
was, discontinued before 1506. 
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The Mllppositum^ of tl«e Provwt are unatt^ 
thoriMd^: and giscundleie. Tbe sum of mosey 
chitged in 1443| is of cohaid^^ble amo^nt^^ 
hemg within a hvf pounds of tbe statutable 
sumV and in this y^aar the second ibi]|nBatton or 
enlargement took {ilace; tfae^ College was liot 
full, nor had ite estates as yet fallen in. Why 4his 
charge should bat^c^sed by ]d06; Will admit 
of better reasofff than tbe iustidiou^neiis of pa- 
tents. During t^e intermedutte tifne, - Edward 
&e fourth had ^t^ed upon iiisby of the Col- 
lege eMates ; a tedvk:tion bedattxe neee^ary , and / 
it wat found imposmble to supply ' the Sehblarl 
With food, clothes^ and instructibn^ and clbt^. 
iikgf as ordered by St^tiit^, was withdrawn in 
such a case, and reduced to the gown, and 
never, as it ought to have been, restdred. ' 
'^ The Provost has »ot given a fair descriptiion 
of the dress, which, ^ be has bfteti considered 
the matter, is surprisid^; ' ■ 

'- The dress is divided into two parts, Libera- 
tiira and Vesititus. ! ; 

liberatura,' which was,> at the firsts both the 
costume and only e:^temal habit, is now merely 
a mark of distinction ; that it formerly served 
ibr what is now the coat, may be seen from tlje 
dresses of those times. The &ton costume is 
ordered to be Roba talaris cum capicio — to be of 
the same or nearly the same colour as the Pro- 
vost and Fellows, but of inferior price: whitej 
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red, &c. are forbiddeti. This is now cdled the 
gown, and is a mere bad|^e of distinction. Ves- 
titus, on the contrary, means all the internal 
parts of dress, such as shoes, hose, &c. the pro- 
viding of wjiich, is left to ithe discretion of 
the Fellows. Surpliceii likewise^ and bedding, 
^re ii|icluded in t|^e allpwaiKe. . 

I4ttle consideration is ne^ssary^ to ^hew tlie 
futility of the Provost's rea^ns for their dis- 
continuance. . . 

, As the costume of Eton is tbe gown, which 
always has, and still does exist, andoimt.be 
^worn,^ if coarseness had deterred, respectable 
persons from sfinding their children, it ougbtto 
do so now, when clptb at 6^. 8<jl per yard i$ the 
allowance. , . 

The plain case, is, thait the Boys were in- 
tended for orders, and therefore dressed Jn^ cle- 
rical habit; the dress pf tl}e JBIiie. Coat School hM 
beei^ frequently mentipdaed iti terrorem;. but as 
such dress is no^ authorized .by Statute^ . afaoiild 
any Provost,, , upon beii^ compelled to,. restore 
this privation, attempt to abuse the discretion 
intrustedi by giving such colaured (Ws, it is to 
be hoped that some superior pQW^ would inter-* 
, fere, unless he and his Fellows appeared in the 
same party coloured vestments. 
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ptffimt. 

INSTRUCTION* 

The Statutes requirei that the - Scholafif 
sltould be taught gratis^ the Oppidans as well a^ 
ColI^;erS| in £iet the whole School; that the' 
MaMer is to recdve his salary/ which was 16/. 
bj Statute^ and aft^wards gradually increased 
to 63/. or thereabouts. He does at present piay" 
his assistants the- sum of 21 8/. The Statutes do 
not forbid hina to receive, but to demand, pay- 
ment. The fact is^ simply^ this : if Eton is to be 
considered a public School, the Master of him^ 
self cannot^ tea^h 500 and odd Boys ; and he must 
pay assistant masters. I should be diaingenu^' 
ou8 if i did iiot add, that the charge for the 
Master is made by the perscm with whom the 
Boys board in the bill,' as a matter of course; 
though,: Irom any person objebting to. it, never 
demanded. In every instance whe^ poverty is 
pkided,^ no demand is made* While I was' 
Master, about ten out cf the seventy ^td not 
pay finr their instrucfeionj but this fact is gene<^ 
ndly conoealed from the o&er Boys. 

KElfAfiKS. 
From the above description, the real state of 
the case cannot possibly be understood. Tbe 
Ostiarius, or Lower Master, is entirely omitted. 



Ithe Founder having established the Col* 
lege for the express purpose of education, 
wished to give every encouragement to parents 
to send their sons ; he therefore ordains most 
stfictly, that instruction shotild tee gratis* 
With this intent, he allotted ta the ITji^ 
Master t\verity*fbur mark*, or iSf. per annum 
stipend; and a room and aU 6ther a:llowanc^ 
as 'i6 cothm'dns, &c. the^amfe as to the FeHbws ; 
arid to the Lower Master, 61. 13^. 4rf. I^room' aM 
commons as^ to the Conducts r niaking^ ^ogetliet 
the siraf^ equaf in valtie to two F^Uo'^ihips. '^ 

He then* enjoins in the Statutes, that the 
Provost shallmafee them swear at %heir adriais- 
sion, not to ask, demand, or claim, 'Imder ariy 
pretence, money from the Boyii, their parents 
or friends. 

ThS Provost admits, that, in defiance of this, 
the sum of 61. €Si is paid by each Boy : tod fot 
thfi he gives two reasons; the one, #hat to ac- 
cept, is h6t fbrbidden, but to demand. Fortu- 
nately he feels the* grossness of tlife sophism so 
ferfeibly, that he Confesses that a charge i^ 
made, autbarized by himself as Provost. Mark ; 
the Provost and Fellows ought to take care that 
nothing should be paid. The next reason is, that 
the Master, he ought to hav^ said, the two Mas- 
ters, cannot teacli five hundred Bbys^ This last 
'reason requires fWther consideration. 

The Statutes specify the number of Boyis 
c 



to be instructed gratis^ viz. seventy Scholars, 
isixteen Choristers, thirteen pauperes Juvenes, 
.and twenty Commeusales Filii magnorum et 
pptentium virorum ; which last were to pay for 
their comnionsi but to be lodged in College, 
aod taught gratis. Now, in the Statute, whiqh 
specifies the qualification and duty of the Mas- 
;ters, they are ordered to teach gratis the 
.seventy Scholars and Choristers, et alios quos- 
punque ut pramittitur^ accedentes, omitting to 
mention the thirteen pauperes Juvenes, and 
the twenty Cpmmensales ; it may therefore 
.admit of a doubt, whether the word alios, par- 
^ticuWly qualified by ut pr^Bmittitur^ included 
more than the two last descriptions of Boys^ 
,as no arrangement for the accommodation of 
a greater number, is any where made. Tbp 
two Masters were able to t^ach the Boys 
enum^ated> ?imounting to one hundred and 
nineteen; but when the School became very 
.numerous, it was impossible to do so without 
, assistance. Here, then, was a case for a Visitor; 
or even the College, taking all above the sp^ 
cified number, as unentitled to the benefit ^f 
the Statutes, might, have charged them , for 
^instruction^ But how have they acted ? They 
.have.pmitt^ the oaths of the Masters, against 
'deman4ing payment, and compelled all tlieJScho- 
lars and others indiscriminately^ to pay ^L 6s^i 
.for it is niere trifling to say, that the charge 
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would be remitted, if resisted ; and indeed tlie 
l^rovost allows, such a case never occurred. 

The stipends and allowance to the two Mas^ 
ters, equal to those of two Fellows^ have been 
raised only to about BO or lOOL per annum j 
whilst the amount of two Fellowships^ averages 
14001. per annum, of upwards. Thus, in 
direct violation of the Statutes, they compel 
the seventy Scholars, as much an integral part 
of the corporate body as themselves^ of whom 
they are guardians, to pay from their own 
pockets, what oUght* to he paid for by the 
^neral reve5nue> ; 

This is an abuse which highly calls for re* 
fQrn)ation> and ought to be remedied, eitlier by 
raising the stipends and allowances of the 
Masters to aq equality with the Fellows, or^ at 
leasti. by the College paying the sum fixed 
by the Provost, upon the seventy Scholarf, 
amounting to 441/. per annum. 

The Provost states, that whilst he was 
Master^ about ten Boys paid nothing for in- 
struction, but that this was concealed from the 
others. Does this concealment imply such to 
have been a disgraceful act? and is a fair en^ 
joyment of the Founder's bounty, for a gratis 
education is certiunly such, in any wise dis- 
graceful? or J^ it for the purpose of skrei^ning 
from disgrace those who made the sixty other 
Boys pay cotitrary to the Statute ? 

c 8 
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The Masters, however, are exempt fiom 
blame; they take their offices witliout an oath, 
and with An understanding that each Boy is fo 
pay. The blame rests upon the ruling powers 
of the College. 
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LODGING. 



^. Do the Statutes state in what numberi^ 
they arc to be lodged in each room ?— No: there 
was never any regulation, nor any notice in aty 
respect of that nature in any part of the Sta- 
tutes; they were originally in one room. ' I 
suppose that about a century or more agb, they 
were distributed for thei^ greater comfort; two 
additional rooms were given up to them for 
that purpose. At the time this alteration took 
place, there were no fires allowed ill any part of 
the College : those Who applied to sleep in those 
rooms, paid 1/* per annum for the privilege it 
being a matter of accommodation; they having 
a fire in consequence. 

They used formerly to jsleep* two in a htdi 
but m consequence of each Bby*having ^ sepa- 
rate bed, the great room, usually called* Long 
Chamber, would scarcely liojd more tli^n fifty. 
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REMARKS. 

The whole of this statement is at variance 
with the Statutes. 

Statute xxxvL de Dispositione Canierarum. 

The Provost and Vice-Provost shall regulate 
the chambers according to the disposition laid 
down in this Statute: viz. that in the upper 
chambers, tlie Fellows and Upper Master shall 
lodge each in a single room; next in uppet 
chambers, the Conducts, two by two; after 
these, the Ostiarius and Singing Men in the 
lower, if. the upper, be not sufficient; and in 
other lower rooms, the Scholars, Choristers, and 
Commensales; of whom, eacli Boy above four- 
teen years of age shall have a separate bed; 
J)efore that. age, they may lie two in a bed, but 
not more. That Jn each of these chambers 
there shall be, at Jeast, tjirec Boys of superior 
age, &c. who may keep the others in order. 

This last injunction alone will shew, that no 
such room as the Long Chamber was intqpded; as 
It is an absurdity to order three particular Boys 
to be so placed, if the whole number, consisting 
of one hundred and six, were to be lodged in 
the same room. Moreover, the Statute says, 
chambers; and the Will of Henry the Sixth, 
which accurately describes the intended Col- 
lege, contain^s qo such a room as Long Chamber. 
/. - . . . ■ -cS- ■ 
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But the construction upon this Statute is cu« 
rious : the Fellows who are to be lodged, singuli 
singulis cameris, have each taken possession g^ 
rooms sufficient for a \yhole family, and even 
a house beyond the College walls, thereby in- 
creasing the rates and taxes at the expense of 
the Domus ; and the Provost's lodge has been 
enlarged: whilst the Boys, who are to be 
lodged in chambers, are confined to one room, 
of insuflficient dimensions, or obliged to pay for 
sleeping in others. These roomsj moreover^ 
are of such a description, and kept in such a state, 
that it would b^ a calumny upon any decent worh 
Jis>use to attempt a comparison. 

The assertion that no fires were allowed in 
any part of the College is too sweeping: if 
there were none, what mean the expressions, 
llyemali tempore cum ignis ' ministratur, and 
Hora ignitegii? None are ordered; but it is 
tftken as a matter of course, that fires should be 
provided in certain parts of the CoHi^, as the 
hall, &Q, ' 



COMMONS. 

It is expressly ^said, that \0d. p^r week 
should be the sum for eqch Scholar; I consider 
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ii to be the precise t sum. The context fixes 
the sense of the words, and shews that there 
^liould be no difference made with respect to 
the Scholars. 

. REMARKS. 

The sum as stated by the Provost i^ cer- 
tainly correct; but he omits the following sen- 
tence in the Statute, which makes a material 
alteration : viz. " But that the above-mentioned 
Commons may be supplied more fitly and fully 
(convenientius et uberius) in the times of scar- 
city and plenty, we decree, that the fruits, 
rents, and products, all and each arising from 
the manor called le Mote, with the pastures 
called Mildenhall, as Well as from the stews 
and fishery called Merton's Were, and from all 
the water we have purchased from Windesore, 
together with all the pastures lying within the 
precincts of the College, shall be applied to 
these Commons every year for ever. Ordering, 
moreover, that, our Scholar^ and Choristers 
shall receive their breakfasts on the usual and 
customary days." 

This sentence makes a great difference as to 
the increase, as it is in addition to the sum 
mentioned above. The question is, whether 
these lands, &c. are appropriated according to 
the Statute. The value of the property lying 
near the College must be considerable, as' con- 

c4 



.4ft. 

aUtiagiiot only of pasture, but of liouses built 
upon the ancient grounds. 

Doctor Weston's Yard, as it is called, was 
taken in and built upon in 1600, at the Col- 
lege expense, by Provost Saville; the coach- 
houses and stables of the Provost and Fellows 
since; the hop^^yard now let as a garden, and 
two houses; Mrs. Angelo's houses, all these 
buildings are upon the site appropriated by Sta- 
tute for Commons ; but by the Audit accounts, 
no rent is paid for some of these, aiid a small 
reserved rent and fine for others. The share of 
the Scholars, compared with those who now are 
entitled to Commons, would amount to a con* 
^erable sum, viz, Provost, 10/. per annum t-^ 
7 Soc. 5L singulis, 35/.; — Upper Master, 5/.j 
J^ower, 3/,; total 53/.-^70 Scholars, $/. 2*. sin- 
^lis, total 151/. 13^. 4rf. Thetents and profits 
arising from all these estates ou^ht to her kept 
separate from the general account, and laid ou| 
fn Commons and Breakfasts as ordered, 



QUALITY OF FOOD. 

As to the quality of the food, the greatest 
care is taken by the Bursars, who, upon hearing 
any (Complaint, immediately institute an examin- 
ation. At differeitt times additions have been 
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roade> ^Murticularly with regard to veg(M:abtes ; 
and I should trust that other. additions would 
be made as far as the increase of our revenues 
would permit us to do it. At present,, we allow 
,500/. out of the fines, for the general purpose of 
Domus, whidi has been the <jase for the last 
three years, 

REMARKS. 

The food of the Boys has been committed 
by Statute to the management of the Fellows ; 
and this trust will be found at the end of 378 
years to haVe been executed by depriving them 
of one meal entirely, Breakfast; and confining 
them to one kind of meat, dressed in one man- 
gier, roast mutton; and of this an insufficient 
quantity. In the mean time, an addition, if it 
le^ly can be so called, has been made, that 
pf potatoes for six months in the year. The 
Prcakfast is ordered by the Statutes to be 
sjupplied. The insufficiency of the Commons 
is put beyond a doubt, by the application 
of the greater part of Lord Godolphin's le- 
gacy, to an increase of mutton, viz. 4436 pounds 
of meat. The restriction to one kind of flesh, 
is probably unexampled at any other public 
.or private table. 

It was, not the case in the early times; as 
two dayl5 in the week, at least, were fish days, 
gnd beef ^M other ipe^ts were in use. 
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A. D. 1600, the coii^uttiption of oxeu was 
twenty-six in tlie year. * 

In respect to the ittiprovendent which has 
twice beeii quoted, as a great mark of liberality, 
in what does it consist? In giving a vegetable; 
which is to be found at tKe table'of the poorest 
person who can afford a bit of meat, ^ and in 
every parish workhouse. But the merit will 
totally cease, if the matter be more closely ex- 
amined. The Fellows have appropriated to 
themselves a gauden, a gardener, seeds, &c. 
all at the general expense; from whence they 
are supplied with fruits, vegetables, &c. &c. 
during the whole year; and all this without 
the sanction of the Statuties. Shall, then, a few 
months supply of potatoes be trumpeted forth 
as ah act of extraordinary generosity on their 
part, whilst they assume to themselves such 
indulgences? and are they not highly culpable 
in not providing vegetables during the whole 
year? Vegetables are not mentioned in the iSta- 
tutes, because they were unknown in England 
at that time, but no table now is without them ; 
and it surely would be no stretch of discretion*- 
ary power to suit the Commons to the times. 

The hope of future additions is not very 
cheering, and indeed^ under existing circum- 
stances, not to be desired. What hopes can we 
entertain, when we look back for 378 yearsi 
and examine the system? or who cao desire aa 
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increase) which, according to the division of 
the College property, must -arise from an enor- 
mous rise in the corn rents ? Wheat has heei^ as 
high as IL per bushel, and no improvement 
thought of: will any be made even at 2/.? or can 
such an event be desired ? 

In fact, additions and improvements are im- 
proper terms, conveying an idea^ that the fl^ult 
lies in the Statutes. On the contrary, let these 
*be acted upon according to the letter and spirit, 
and no deficiency will be found. How many 
meals a Boy requires, and what food ought to be 
supplied, common sense and custom will point 
out, and these the Statutes warrant. 

The average cost of the Commons for the 
last seven years is stated at nearly 1800/. 
The statutable allowance is 15 \L 1 3s. 4^.; let 
this sum be multiplied by 10 ; the share of the^ 
Scholars from the rents of the estates, appro- 
priated by Statute to Commons, be added, 
which, in respect to the Provost and Felldws, 
as before shown, amounts to 151/. 13^. 4d. — to 
50/. in every 200; and the rise in Comntons 
will be found not to have kept pace with the 
increase of the College income; and if Lofd 
Godolpbin's legacy be included in the sum, still 
Jess so. 
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EXTRA INDULGENCES. 

I would observe there are several articlea of 
expense now, which they had i5K)t formerly, as 
coals, and many triding articles, such as ^nives 
and plates# If the rules and restrictions had 
been adhered to according to the letter of our 
documents, the situation of the Boys on tlie 
foui^atlon. would, in soine respects, have ap- 
peared to be degraded; it also should be taken 
into cQUsicl^ration, that there is some addition of 
expense for. servants^ though certainly it is a 
Very small amount j whereas, originally, Jhey 
jnay be proved to have performed several menial 
offices themselves. . ^ \ 

REMARK. 

Whether knives were allowed iu tlie early 
times or not, there is. no mention mfide; but 
how did the Provqst and Felbws feed without 
theim? did they t;ear theii: meat? Forks certaiply 
were not, a^ they werp unknown befpre the 
reign of James, the First. Bi^t were not all 
these left to the di^^e^ion of the ruling powers? 
It may be observed, once for all, that. tl]e 
Founder has omitted to mention several things 
which he certainly intended should be allowed ; 
trusting that the Fellows, in compliance with 
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e6|nnion usage^ would provide them : for in* 
^taafce, fire ;— ^no order is made for this, but it is 
alluded to as a matter of course, Hyemali teixi- 
pore cum ignis ministratur. To the same dis«- 
cretion, the variety of food, and all fair com- 
pliances with tiie changes of the times m erery 
respect; arfe intrusted. 

The Provost is not borne out by die Sta^ 
tdtes in his assertion, tliat a compliance With 
them ivottid have degraded the Sehoiafts; asd 4iii 
erroneous iophiion • has been entertaixxttd ia gtK 
neral on this point; persons judging irdlki the 
present treatment of them, that the ibuinder 
intended they should be looked npoA ih wi in- 
ferior nln^. This was not the casei The 
seventy Scholars, and twenty Commensale^ 
Filii magnorum et potetitiuiii virorum,- are by 
Statute to sleep in the same roon^, dine at 
the same tables/ and att^d ^vine service 
equally in^urplices. The difference made was, 
that the Founder paid far the Scholars' Com- 
mons, the Commensales for their own; but 
lodging and instructi<^ were gratuitous equally 
to them all. Is there any intention of de- 
grading in this? 

There is only one menial office, if it can be 
called so, imposed on the Scholars, namely, 
that the Upper faster is to appoint weekl)^, 
one of them to put diiwti the dishes to each 
Scholars* mess, and unus de clericis is to do the 
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same to the ' Provost arid: otiiers : the. wrhole 
College, by Statute, dinLrigtogetfier in hall. 
In both cases the servants brought the Cdtn- 
mons from the kitchen. ^ : 

► The Jncinial officfes;were.perfdrn)ed by thirteen 
Servitors, long since abolished, but .which.offices 
are now in some measure, contmry ;to. the: Sta- 
tutes, . impdsed. upou the Scholars, as. Servitors^ 
arid waiting at the Fellows' taUe^ in hall. < The 
serkjmts are ordered; to attend ;u{Km the: Schcdars 
in hall, las .well iksupontheProvoat. and Fellows, 
and; their number,: as.ordei'ed by Statute, i&dir 
mixmbed instead of beirig increased. 

In fact, the Scholars; of Eton stand' in. rer 
spett to: the Oppidans, upon /nearly the sarnie 
grounds as the Scholars in the Uhive*:sity do to 
the Peijsioners,; the dUTerence is in favour of 
J^on/as a ceritaiji nnmber, by Statute, of the 
Oppidan^* ought to be, lodged and. taught gratis; 



FINES, AND THEIR HISTORY. 

With respect to the fines non constet.. I 
am enabled to lay nothing with accuracy before 
the Committee. I believe at the tjnxe of the 
foundation no such ci^stom existed. I am 
pretty sure it was in the l^^th century, and I 
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should think about the middle of it, I pre- 
sume, before that time, a certain portion of the 
expense of Domus went for the support of the 
Fellows, when the practice began to be. uni^ 
yersal in Colleges to take fii\es. I imagine that 
our body, being as near as possible in cqnsititu- 
tion, like a Dean and Chapter, only without the 
titJe, as. far as I have been enabled to learn 
by intercourse with the most intelligent mem- 
bers of Chapters, it was introduced about that 

tim?. 

REMARKS. 

The origin and history of Fines are fully de- 
tailed in Page 12. , . ' , . ., 

Th?y certainly existed before the • corp 
rent, which was enforced for tlie purpose of 
checking their mischief. The appropriation of 
them by thcj Provost and Fellqws of Eton, 
probably began with that unprincipled set, who 
by an act of wilful perjury obtained the dis- 
pensation. 

The comparison \yith a Dean and Chapter 
does not hold good, as the Scholars necessarily 
form a constituent part of the corporate body, 
and are entitled by Statute to the largest pro- 
portion of revenue. 

The searchof the Provost might have been 
short and successful, ha^ he consulted the Sta- 
tutes upon this point 

Stat. 28.— Quos proventus omnes nos ipsi 
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liostro Reg. Collegio; et ad cotnmun^ni utUU 
tatem ejusdem solum applicari voliunus. 

Stat 35.— Gneribus dicti nostri GoliegU 
juxta ordinationes et statula ejusdem canve- 
nienter supportatis quod residuum foierit, &c. 
ad uttlitatem et commoduili ejusdem conser> 
v^tur. ( 

Can any ri^ht to a separate claim to the 
fines be supported after tliis declaration, which 
Orders all the charges to be paid,. and the rest 
in communem utilitateimP.Tbe word communem 
Itself, is so difficult of moulding fo the appro- 
priation of this money, ^at er^n a Scattism 
^ill not make it palatable.* But this with 
diffidence; as tbe same head M/:bich could, by 
co^poundinjg a word, sanction the dispensa- 
Hon, in opposition to the Statutes, may succeed 
in this, by decomposing; and rtie Tale, of a 
^h will furnish logical arguments. Such as 
what cannot be found tdtideih Verbis, may be 
totidem syllabis ; if not in syllables, totidc^mr^ 
literis. Now^ the word communem, ty a 
curious coincidence, contains eight letters, juf^ 
answering to the Prdvost and seven Fellows* 
Ifigrqgious trifiitig thisi it must be confessed, but 
surely as good as the Provost'$ non constat, to 
which some sneerer mighf add, sequitatr or jus- 
titias; and certainly tantamount to his return 
of non invent, after so mtich search for their 
origin* 
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But if^ can only be p^f«^' that the 

onfra^ oriallowMiQeji.^ t^e S(^olap;i^,i^e]:eaUj^ 

^d^ no person., will. trbubW kitoselff idMmt 

i|udd i^idtfum Aieflfe 'f] ' ; : 



.wtrnmBsstoi. 



mCREA»«^pF EXPE>rsE, 

.; , AS STATED BV THE PROVQSt. 

The res«H of the^ accounts \virioh I iMf* 
Ix^tMd, rw|iwiing the revenues of ii&g^ Col- 
lege, IS, that if SLpp^OTB, tha^ th^ inicMaie of »*'. 
venue since 1506, has been in a tenfold pr^por* 
tion, and the expense of the Scholars appei^rs Jtqi 
be in a proportion of thirteen to plie.- 



BEMAftks; 
This statement does flot' ap^f c5rredt 

Reremie in 150S - - - 659, 14 2 

Sercnue 1817 - - - 12,854 17 7 

£. s. d. 

yfc.AttditAcedun< • - J0i4O4 If t' -■ '■ 

Deduct asOOkartfrooij ^ . 

fines, remain - j ^'''^ " ^ 
Amiigie Mtouiit of fiiieiY" 

wil«tM% «e P»«»«> 4^950 6 

. . ' . v^* n ■ 7 
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1509. 



ScfaoliA^Cois-^r 



£i 9. d. 



liberatuni 



> 121 8 
- 125 O O 



147 8 



i5p6,tlle8eho•^ 
lars paid no- ( 
thing for In- I 
struction.r J 

i8l7« they paid 1 
441^ J 



ftoTOft^ Qom«'> 
iDons Is. 8d. > 
per week - J 

8qc sing. UAd. 1 
ditto • - J 
Fortio Pr»p. 

Soc. siiig. 5L\ 

lOs. - - J[ 

liberat Praep. - 

SocdittolLlf. 1 
ting. . .; 

OAciani - <e 



6 14 8 

24 5 4 

30 O 6 

38 10 6 

16 8 

7 7 

^- 9 10 8 

♦ 118 O 4 



libentnia- • 83 11 8 
Coa|s .« • .- 17 1 3 
Cleaning Knivea 5 5 



Cleaning Longi 
Chamber j 

Charcoalforthel 
Hall - - J 



4 10 
8 

i,806 7 6 



Fr<m)tt&:Fel--\ 
Fines * J 



^ The account of 150^ hiay be citfed as H 
inatter of curio^ityi but is„ of no aulhori^^ 
From the Statutes alone the allowances must be 
ta^ken. 



* The accur^ of the disbursemeiits th 1500 is rer^ 
4oQbtful« as the whole mnxt^r of Scholars, Chodsterv and 
Servitors, amowilad only-to^seiKnty-two. The Provost, ]ik«« 
w'i9t, in his ^tatetnent; otnits Ahe Upper and Lower Masters. 
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Commons and Stipends in toto - J ^ ■ 

Scholars, by Statute, for Commons and) _^ « . 
Clothing .....:- .J 209 S 4 

ftovost and Bellows, on aniiTehige ^- - 6,956 IS 4 
SicfelaM, - - . -, . ditto - T ^ - 1^806 16 S 

The allowance for clotliing beipg taken away, 
and edacation,, amounting to 441/. per annum^ 
^ing charged con traq^ to the Statute. . 



PISPENSATIOJ^, 



Sir William Scott, Sir William Grant, and 
the Bishop of Lincoln, have determined, o^ a^ 
recent appeal, th^p Fallows may hold any one 
pipce of preferment, not exceeding the value of 
forty marks in the King^s Books, under a 
grant of Queen Eli^al>eth, which was pro- 
nounced to be a Dispensation. The Statutes 
say, ttey shall not beyond a year. The ques- 
tioii seems to have turned upon the words, 
non impetrabo and non utar'; whether the 
Fellows (not the Provost) swear they will riot 
pbt^in kny Dispensation, of use one if obtained! 
The'quesfeon was,' whethri- the oath regarded 
the difi^pensiation, which had been received and 

D S 
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tKteii uptn for fiOO years, or wtetber it recog- 

{t if veil knowHf tb»t ^ w«ak reaiov it 
vome tlsMi na testumi and the head whi«tl 
laboured tp send forth a decr^ from Doctora' 
Commons, as brief and obscure as posfible, 
^isety enjoined sileuce. Whatwitl be say^^ 
should he* read the Provoit^s explanation, which 
only requires the oath to be known, to be 
refuted? ~ 

The oath guards against both acts; the 
applying for a dispmsaticMlf or using, or con- 
senting to it if granted, or offered gratuitously. 

The Provdst, hcJwever, by his explanation 
^loit^t that alt the FeUow^ wha-#bti^ned 
%nd uai^d th« diypensatioui as well as all ihoK 
who yubscqufnt^y sii^d tor, and ju&ed dispen- 
tjj^tipns, weje perjured Haw the case standi 
with; the pro^nt Fallows, must b« left tatha 
^udgu^wt of* the reader} only Irt Um^ in 
CQrmiqg tbi\ disj(pi$^ from his mind tkei sane*, 
tkin, of the tyro make*weight assessors. 

(Does Pu Gqodall wean, tbajt the Provost 
ii^ fxcepted» And permitted to suo few: ad;ispeu= 
^aUon? Tbo Statute of adpiisaion enjoipos. tt 
hiuii the aamc^ o^tbr h«M; aomia Qfvfty Provoii 
haa d!:aw^ « U^^ through itj; can ^s wsm^ 
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,- -The troe^reaaon of. the decision had na re- 
ference to Eton or- its Statutes^ hut to the 
effects likely to be produced amongst eccle- 
siastical, and collegiate bodies through the 
kingdom, who bad been guilty of a si-'^iilar 
offence against their Statutes. 

Should one of the Asscfssors happen to reacl 
this, and curiosity or conscience will often 
tempt to snatdb a glance ^t; w^at is affected 
to be despised; let him consider how he will 
determine this case, if an appeal be brought, 
VIZ. "The same Queen, the third year of her 
reign^ in the same form of letter, and professing 
the same authority,. ordered, that no Heads of 
Houses or Colleges, or Fellows, or Bishops, or 
Deansi or Canons, or Prebendaries, should 
bring their wives within the walls of such Col- 
leges, or precincts of catliedral and collegiate 
chrurches, under pain of expulsion for such 
offence^" 

As these letters patent stand unrepealed, 
they musty acconding to the late decision, be at 
this time valid. 

How then will the same person, who de- 
clared tlie Royal authority valid upon a point, 
wherein a prior, and therefore superior power 
declared it should not be so, viz. Henry the Sixth, 
die Pounder of Eton College^ decide upon this 
^uestioa? Possibly, like the Abb6 Sieyes, with 
his pigeon-holes^ filled with various constitu- 
tions, hrs drawers may be filled with salvos for 
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fvevy case^ pro* and con, and be has nothing t?: 
do but to set up a ranting LL. D. smfrk and smite 
at the gullibility of the audience, and then issue* 
an uninteUrgibl^ decree to be swaltow^'by the 
gobempuche^ 



CONCLUSION. 



As ihes.e remarks are intentionally coHr 
$ned to what regar4s the S,cholars, all ppints^ 
irrelevant to this subject are omitted; but of the 
greatest part, if not of all of those remaining,^ 
i.t may ^afely be asserted, that thiey.are equally 
^n<?orrect. 

Tl,i? followifng Gopclfus;ons may be drawEj 
i%QXfi, the above counterstatements : 

That the real income of Eton College 
^.mounts to 12,000/. per annum and upwards. 

Xl?at the division of it into Fines and Domus, 
^s unstatvitabl^, 

That the appropriation of the Fines, and 
{^and-tax by the Provost and Fellows, is in direct 
ppposition to the Statutes, yirhich order the 
\yhole to be applied ad cpmmunem utilitatem. 

That the Scholars, as soon as admitted, be- 
come members of the College, having the 
$a,me interest;^ subject to the s^me Statutes, as 
the Provost and Fellows, and entitled to the 
allowances of foqd^ clothing^ lodging, and in- 
struction, gr^i^tis. 
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; Th^ttbe Scholars do not receive foo^ 
ettiier Jn quantity or quality, as intended b^ 
the Founder ; tlia,t they are totally deprived of 
the allowance ,f<^ clothing, and pay 61. 6s. for 
instruction, and are lodged in rooms, not as 
ordered by. the Statutes. 

Tliat the reasons advanced Iby the Provost 
for the privations, are m^re conjectures^ 
groundless, and contrary to the Statutes. 

That the Bellows are entitled by Statute 16 
10/. per annum stipend-, and Ss. per week fbr 
Commons, a go wo, and one room. 

That the Fellows have increased their stipend 
to SOL per.aAnum, and in lieu of Commons, they 
receive from the Fines, upon an average 550/. per 
annum, an increase of 110 fold, besides offices 
and other emoluments; and the single room haS 
beien converted into a house, capable of con-^ 
taining a family *i 

That the Scholars' Commons have been in^ 
creased upon an average, not twelve timeS| 
amounting to 1740/i per annum. 
4 I That; their only extra indulgence has been 
coals, amounting to two chaldrons and a barf 
per annum. 
, . That a strict observance of the Statutes 

♦ The increnie of the ProvostRhipr if do mofe thaii 
1500/. per ahnunii it not excessive in conaparisoD with the 
Fellows. The blame teems to lie on the Provosts, for bajvin^ 
suffered theot to appropriate to thcmsdveA. io enofihous i 
share. 



woultl inot teiid to degrade thd Sdidacs, tiiere 
Ibeing no act of degradation nor iqen^l loffl^o 
contained tberem; neither was iuck ite itttiu 
tton of the Founder, but that tlMy siioald be od 
i {larity^ with the Fellows and €oiRmensal»i 
now changed into Oppidans: SetVAnt^, dbir# 
tieen Servitors, and four Singing Men, being 
appointed for the peifonnanoe of all meniiil 
offices. 

' That the Prdvost andsei^en Fellotiri, whose 
allowances in toto, by Statiite, amonnt to aboat 
800/. per annum, revive ni^rly 7000/. ; and tlii 
Seventy Sdiolars, whose allowances for Com- 
mons and Clothing, amount to 309/« IS^<; 4^ h^^ 
sides tnstmetion gratis, and maintenaiiee m siokt 
ness, receive upon an averag<^ tess thaa SOOQ/. 

That these privasions did not originai^ wich 
the present members 6f the College, with tbs 
exception of S/. is. added to the diarge 4brm^ 
stt^uction ; neither have they made any attempts 
to remover them; 

And, lastly, that the Fellows, as id vised 
by Mr. Brougham, wiH act wisely, in^ Idsing no 
time in restoring to the Scbt)lat« their sfistutaMf 
allowances, which their predecessors, contt'ai^t 
to their oSths, ha¥e taken and appr^riated to 
themselves. — - -, 
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